


I am grateful to be serving as the  
President this year alongside such an  
�H�I�“�F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���E�R�D�U�G�����7�K�L�V��
�E�R�D�U�G���W�U�X�O�\���Z�R�U�N�V���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���D�Q�G��
acts with purpose to move our mission 
forward in strengthening our communi-
ty. This is especially evident in our recent 
grant awards.

�(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����R�X�U���*�U�D�Q�W�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���V�S�H�Q�G�V��
many hours carefully reviewing  
applications.  This past year we spent 
time reviewing our four pillars and grant 
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�H�V�H���J�U�D�Q�W�V���D�U�H���D�� 

�U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���R�X�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V��
and our supporters and that we are 
supporting programs and initiatives 
�W�K�D�W���D�U�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���R�X�U��
community.

I am excited to say that this grant cycle, 
�Z�H���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���������J�U�D�Q�W�V���I�R�U���D���W�R�W�D�O���R�I��
�������������������7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���W�R���R�X�U���G�R�Q�R�U�V���J���L�W���L�V��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���\�R�X�U���J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���L�V��
possible.

Shannon Hillesheim, President

Notes from the President

NUAF Nears 40 Years
continued from page 1

Education
	 •	 Increase access to educational opportunities
	 •	 Promote educational opportunities for thecommunity
	 •	 Promote area leadership development

Historic Preservation
	 •	 Support education that preserves stories of the
		  past	
	 �X	�0�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F
		  registry
	 •	 Preserve the historic culture and beauty of the New 
		  Ulm area 

Community Enhancement
	 �X	�(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���P�H�D�V�X�U�D�E�O�H�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H
		  community impact
	 •	 Support emerging, innovative, or cross-sector 
		  �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�L�J�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�M�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q
		  that fall outside existing pillars
	 •	 Foster collaboration and community engagement 
		  to strengthen the long term vitality of the New Ulm
		  area

�1�8�$�)���L�V���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�W���W�K�H�V�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�V���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���1�H�Z���8�O�P��
Area Foundation as a trusted partner for donors to  
�P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���R�X�U��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���K�R�S�H�V���\�R�X���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H��

Annual Meeting Held
New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. (NUAF) held its Annual 
�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������������*�H�Q�H���&�O�D�U�N���D�Q�G 
�%�R�E���:�H�E�E���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���1�8�$�)���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I��������������
New board members elected were Pete Neigebauer and 
�-�H�I�I���6�F�K�R�Q�H�����2�I�“�F�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���Z�H�U�H���6�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q��
�+�L�O�O�H�V�K�H�L�P�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�������/�L�V�D���%�H�V�H�P�H�U�����9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�������D�Q�G��
Jenna Peterson (Treasurer/Secretary). Committee  
assignments for 2026 were approved by the board.During 
�W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���1�8�$�)���%�R�D�U�G���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G�������������S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
�P�H�W�U�L�F�V�����7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���U�D�W�L�“�H�G���N�H�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�H�G��
board member governance policy documents for the new 
year.

New Ulm Area Foundation
Board of Directors

Shannon Hillesheim – President

Lisa Besemer - Vice President

Jenna Peterson – Secretary/Treasurer

Carisa Buegler

Dustan Cross

Shari Fischer

Zack Jensen

Mike Lieb

Pete Neigebauer

Jeff Schone

Colleen Skillings

Kathy Van Roekel

John Illikman – Executive Director

New Board Members Elected
Pete Neigebauer has lived in the New Ulm area since 
�������������Z�K�H�Q���K�H���P�R�Y�H�G���K�H�U�H���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
�F�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�W���1�H�Z���8�O�P���3�X�E�O�L�F���6�F�K�R�R�O�V�����,�Q���������������K�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G��
�0�D�Q�N�D�W�R���$�U�H�D���7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�����Q�R�Z���6�R�X�W�K��
Central College) as an agribusiness instructor, where 
he taught for over three decades, concluding a 
�������\�H�D�U���F�D�U�H�H�U���L�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�H���K�H�O�G���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��
�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���D�Q�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
of Agricultural Educators and has received numerous 

�K�R�Q�R�U�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���)�)�$���+�D�O�O���R�I���)�D�P�H��

�+�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���1�H�Z���8�O�P���0�H�G�L�F�D�O��
Association Advisory Board, leadership of the Prairieland Economic 
Development Corporation, and volunteer tax preparation for United 
�:�D�\�����+�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����/�L�Q�G�D�����U�H�V�L�G�H���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�U�P���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���1�H�Z���8�O�P���D�Q�G��
have three daughters and eight grandchildren.

Jeff Schone �Z�D�V���E�R�U�Q���L�Q���0�L�O�Z�D�X�N�H�H���D�Q�G���U�D�L�V�H�G���L�Q�� 
Burlington, WI, a community similar to New Ulm in its 
rural character and ties to agriculture. He graduated 
�I�U�R�P���:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���6�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V�� 
�S�D�V�W�R�U���R�I���W�Z�R���O�D�U�J�H���U�X�U�D�O���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�Q���������������K�H�� 
�D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�D�O�O���W�R���0�D�U�W�L�Q���/�X�W�K�H�U���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����0�/�&������
�Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���I�R�U��
�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���/�L�I�H�����+�H���K�R�O�G�V���D�Q���0�6���L�Q���&�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���3�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���I�U�R�P���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���6�W�D�W�H�� 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���0�D�Q�N�D�W�R���D�Q�G���K�D�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���L�Q�� 

theology, sociology, and counseling, and has also coached the 
�Z�R�P�H�Q�M�V���V�R�F�F�H�U���W�H�D�P���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V��

�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����K�H���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G���R�Q���1�H�Z���8�O�P�M�V���V�D�I�H�W�\��
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���1�H�Z���8�O�P���\�R�X�W�K���V�R�F�F�H�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
various mental health committees. He and his wife, Sue, have four  
children and nine grandchildren.
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Jeff Schone
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Pete Neigebauer

2021 New Ulm Area Foundation 
Scholarships

NUAFI is proud to announce that a total of $7,500 was awarded 
in scholarships to these local high school seniors.

The scholarships were made possible through the annual 
grants from the New Ulm Area Scholarship endowment fund, 

with recipients being chosen by their school.

We congratulate all seniors and wish them well!

Kloey M. Johnson 
ALC

Parents:  
Chris & Amber  

Pelletier

Lillian Lewandowski 
NUHS

Parents:  
Aaron & April  
Lewandowski

Rachel Black  
MVL

Parents:  
Joel & Shari Black

Alexis Rustin  
NUHS

Parents:  
Shane & Stephanie 

Rustin

Max Gieseke  
NUHS

Parents:  
Tim & Jenny Gieseke

Garrett Grathwohl 
CHS

Parents:  
Norman & Lisa Grathwohl

���‘�Š�›�•�˜�4�Ž�1���Š�¢�–�˜�—�•�1���—�•�Ž�›�œ�˜�—�1 
Teaching Scholarship (CRATS)
NUAFI is pleased to announce that thanks to the additional 
�J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���H�V�W�D�W�H�����“�Y�H���Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
pursuing education majors and one renewal were awarded CRATS 
scholarships in 2021 in the amount of $5,000 each.

James Gillis  
University of Mary

Parents:  
Chuck & Sarah Gillis

Ellie Bute  
Univ. of Minnesota

Parents:  
Rob & Julie Bute

Emma Niebuhr  
MVL

Parents:  
Mark & Elizabeth 

Niebuhr

Grace Pearson  
NUHS

Parents:  
Nathan & Michelle 

Pearson

Nicole Schumann  
MVL

Parents:  
Matthew & Jenna 

Schumann

NUAFI Conducts Strategic Planning

Kincaid Diersen
Martin Luther College

Renewed Scholarship

The board members of New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. met on 
April 22, 2021, to self-assess, review status, and then determine 
strategic actions to continue moving the foundation forward in the 
context of NUAFI’s Mission, Values and Purpose.

In self-assessing, members were pleased to note that many 
of the goals and actions of the past three years have been 
accomplished: NUAFI has a new format for its operations, 
�H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���X�V�H���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���R�I���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
products for its portfolio; an Executive Director in the form of John 
Illikman has been retained; the asset base has grown substantially 
enabling even more granting, especially in the scholarship area; 

and several key policies have been adopted.

Many excellent recommendations of actions to be taken over the 
next two or three years were brought to the table. The priorities 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���H�I�“�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
outreach in the community. 

Each board member of NUAFI is an exceptionally enthusiastic 
and dedicated individual. Collectively, they bring a diverse array 
of expertise to the table. This assures yet even more successful 
forward momentum for this community foundation.

�1�8�$�)���L�V���S�U�R�X�G���W�R���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���W�K�H���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���R�I���������������� 
scholarships awarded to these high school seniors as chosen 
by their school. The scholarships were made possible through 
the annual grants from the New Ulm Area Foundation  
Scholarship endowment fund.
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Henry Albrecht
�/�X�N�H���D�Q�G���(�P�L�O�\���$�O�E�U�H�F�K�W

Calleigh Frederickson
Jason and Crystal 

�)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�V�R�Q

Kelsey Landsteiner
�0�H�O�L�V�V�D���:�H�E�H�U���D�Q�G���-�D�U�H�G��

�/�D�Q�G�V�W�H�L�Q�H�U

Zachary Hubbard
�0�L�F�K�D�H�O���D�Q�G���-�H�Q�Q�\��

Hubbard

Gage Latozke
Sheldon and Taralee 

�/�D�W�R�]�N�H

Kieryn Nachreiner
Beau and Holly Nachreiner

Jonas Rainwater
Reace and Kristi 

Rainwater

�7�K�H���.�D�W�K�O�H�H�Q���%�D�U�W�O���2�M�3�K�H�O�D�Q�����6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S��
�R�I�����������������K�D�V�����E�H�H�Q���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�R���H�D�F�K���R�I��
two recipients chosen by NUHS. 

�7�K�H���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���D�Q�G���/�D�'�R�Q�Q�D���5�H�L�Q�K�D�U�W���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S��
�R�I�����������������K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�R���H�D�F�K���R�I���“�Y�H�� 
recipients chosen by NUHS.  
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	 Alaina Blomberg	 Emily Brown	 Isabelle Merkel	
	 CHS	 MVL	 ALC	
	 �-�R�K�Q���D�Q�G���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W��	�&�K�D�G���D�Q�G���$�P�E�H�U���%�U�R�Z�Q	�-�H�D�Q�H�W�W�H���0�H�U�N�H�O���D�Q�G��
	 �%�O�R�P�E�H�U�J		  �*�D�U�\���0�H�U�N�H�O��

	  Brayden Wendinger	 Kendrea Yankauskas
	  NUHS	 NUHS
	 �*�U�H�J�R�U�\���D�Q�G���$�P�D�Q�G�D	 �-�X�V�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���'�H�E�U�D��	
	 �:�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�H�U	 �<�D�Q�N�D�X�V�N�D�V

2021 New Ulm Area Foundation 
Scholarships

NUAFI is proud to announce that a total of $7,500 was awarded 
in scholarships to these local high school seniors.

The scholarships were made possible through the annual 
grants from the New Ulm Area Scholarship endowment fund, 

with recipients being chosen by their school.

We congratulate all seniors and wish them well!
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Teaching Scholarship (CRATS)
NUAFI is pleased to announce that thanks to the additional 
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pursuing education majors and one renewal were awarded CRATS 
scholarships in 2021 in the amount of $5,000 each.
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Ellie Bute  
Univ. of Minnesota

Parents:  
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NUAFI Conducts Strategic Planning

Kincaid Diersen
Martin Luther College

Renewed Scholarship

The board members of New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. met on 
April 22, 2021, to self-assess, review status, and then determine 
strategic actions to continue moving the foundation forward in the 
context of NUAFI’s Mission, Values and Purpose.

In self-assessing, members were pleased to note that many 
of the goals and actions of the past three years have been 
accomplished: NUAFI has a new format for its operations, 
�H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���X�V�H���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���R�I���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
products for its portfolio; an Executive Director in the form of John 
Illikman has been retained; the asset base has grown substantially 
enabling even more granting, especially in the scholarship area; 

and several key policies have been adopted.

Many excellent recommendations of actions to be taken over the 
next two or three years were brought to the table. The priorities 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���H�I�“�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
outreach in the community. 

Each board member of NUAFI is an exceptionally enthusiastic 
and dedicated individual. Collectively, they bring a diverse array 
of expertise to the table. This assures yet even more successful 
forward momentum for this community foundation.

�1�8�$�)���L�V���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���������Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
pursuing education, school counseling or administration 
�P�D�M�R�U�V���D�Q�G���������U�H�Q�H�Z�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���&�5�$�7�6���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I�����������������H�D�F�K��
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Seth Schmidt
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Mackenzie Frank
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Lucy Sletta
St. Catherine 

University
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State University

Nora Grace Otto
MVL

Nathanael and 
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Madalynn Voss
MVL

Nathan and Katherine 
�9�R�V�V

Cassidy Williams
University of 
St. Thomas
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