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A 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation and community foundation
supporting the quality of life within the geographic reach of ISD 88.

Donors Want 
an Even Better 
Community
Donors to New Ulm Area Foundation, 
Inc. do so because they share our vision 
of creating a thriving community by 
addressing needs in the arts, education, 
economic development, and historic 
preservation. In one way or another, Roger 
& Carol Ryberg have been doing this for 
decades. 

In March of this year, they asked NUAFI 
to administer the Carol & Roger Ryberg 
Scholarship Fund for children of Windings, 
Inc. employees. Last fall they made a 
generous gift to NUAFI for use in general 
granting beyond our previous capabilities. 
Several non-profits told us how important 
this was due to their inability to hold their 
typical fundraisers last year, while demand 
for their services increased. Here are just 
four examples:

Community and Seniors Together grant 
to cover a one-year subscription to AARP’s 
live-streamed programming with talks from 
professors from over 150 schools around 
the country on a wide variety of topics.

Commitment to life-long education.

The Grand Center for Arts & Culture 
grant to support a needs assessment to 
help determine future programming for 
middle and high school-age children, 

Continued on page 2

New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. is pleased 
to announce the awarding of grants from 
its spring 2021 granting cycle.  
The Foundation received numerous  
well-written applications, and it was difficult 
to decide among the many deserving 
requests. Fortunately, the total amount of 
monies available to grant this year was 
enhanced through the establishment 
of the Dr. James & Jane Seifert Fund, 
generous special gift from Carol & Roger 
Ryberg, and 2020 gifts from individual 
donors that were earmarked for COVID-19 
Relief. 
Grants totaling $52,335 were approved by 
the Board of Directors as follows:
• $3,850 to Brown County Historical 

Society for Gas Pump Restoration & 
Interpretive Display

• $4,000 to Bridging Brown County for 
New Ulm Area Scholarship Opportunity

• $1,200 to Community and Seniors 
Together (CAST) for One Day University 
Programming

• $2,500 to Friends of Minnesota Valley 
for River Watch Educational Program

• $5,000 to The Grand Center for Arts & 
Culture for Youth Summer Camps, Area 
Needs Assessment

• $1,500 to Healthy Community Healthy 
Youth for Students Performing on 
Tough Situations (SPOTS) program

• $5,000 to Hermann Monument Society 
for HermannFest 2021

• $5,000 to ISD 88 Early Childhood &  
Family Education for Kindergarten 
Kickstart

• $1,500 to Lind House for Historic 
Repairs

• $1,500 to MRCI to Re-establish Music 
Therapy Program

• $2,500 to New Ulm Battery for 
Replacement Cannon Carriage

• $2,500 to New Ulm Wrestling (and Just 
for Kicks) for New Facility

• $2,285 to NUACS / St. Anthony’s 
Elementary for PreSchool Light Table 
Station

• $5,000 to NUMAS Haus for Increased 
Social Worker Support during 
Pandemic & Recovery

• $1,000 to ProKinship for Kids for 
Educational Summer Field Trips

• $2,500 to Southern MN Crisis Nursery 
for Family Crisis Support during 
Pandemic & Recovery

• $5,000 to United Way of Brown County 
Area for New Ulm Youth Activities 
Scholarship Program during Pandemic 
& Recovery

• $500 to Seifert-Bianchi American 
Legion Post 132 for Independence Day 
Celebration

NUAFI is proud of the work being done 
by these organizations to help improve 
the quality of life in our community. The 
Foundation thanks its many benefactors 
for their support in contributing to the 
endowments that provide for these efforts 
into perpetuity.

Spring Grant Recipients
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• $5,000 to CAST for 2023 senior
 activities and programs

• $5,000 to Grand Center for Arts &
 Culture to initiate art therapy

• $1,377 to NUACS for St. Anthony
 Elementary ukulele music 
 instruction*

• $4,500 to New Ulm Chamber of
 Commerce for strategic planning 

• $6,000 to New Ulm Partnership to
 establish economic development
 website**

• $10,000 to Oak Hills Memorial
 Foundation for memory care and
 assisted living center expansion

• $2,000 to ProMusica for 2022-23
 New Ulm concert series*

• $6,000 to Turner Hall to establish
 a history of the Turners exhibit**

Fall Grant Recipients
Over the past year, New Ulm Area  
Foundation, Inc. has taken on administration 
tasks of the Kathleen Bartl O’Phelan and 
Emma Gebser funds. These are permanent 
endowments formerly managed by the Saint 
Paul & Minnesota Foundation, so the 
objective is for them to distribute earnings 
each year, with the principal remaining intact 
for perpetuity (i.e. forever!).
 

Kathleen “Kitty” 
Bartl was a 1942 
graduate of New 
Ulm High School. 
She married Dr. 
Harvey O’Phelan, 

and they had a happy life together until she 
died in 1990. Dr. O’Phelan subsequently  
established a scholarship fund in her  
memory, doing this through a donation to 
The New Ulm Community Fund 
(predecessor to NUAF). His stipulation was 
that the distributions go towards a 
scholarship for graduates of New Ulm High 
School. Further, he indicated the recipient(s) 
should be in good academic standing, 
though not necessarily the top student, and 
that they should be involved in some type of 
extracurricular activity such as sports, drama 
or music. For 2022, there were two awards of 
$1,200 each.

Emma Gebser 
was a lifelong 
resident of New 
Ulm. Born in 
1863, and with 
the support of 
her parents who 
had emigrated 
from the Saxony region of Germany, Emma 
worked to educate herself and actively 

Kathleen Bartl 
O’Phelan & 

Emma Gebser

NUAF Fall 2022 Newsletter Content 
Denise – Notes to you are in yellow.  Please use the format from the Fall 2021 
newsletter, including the fonts and layout concept.  Let me know if these photos will 
work or if you need me to send them separately.   

Newsletter Font - Font Awesome 5 Brands Regular-400 
Newsletter Font - Avenir Next 
 
Page 1 – Gebser and O’Phelan article and continue on page 2 as necessary.   

Kathleen Bartl O’Phelan & Emma Gebser 

Over the past year New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. has taken oN administration of the Kathleen 
Bartl O’Phelan and Emma Gebser funds. These are permanent endowments formerly managed 
by the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation, so the objective is for them to distribute earnings 
each year, with the principal remaining intact for perpetuity (i.e. forever!). 

 

Kathleen “Kitty” Bartl was a 1942 graduate of New Ulm High School. She married Dr. Harvey 
O’Phelan, and they had a happy life together until she died in 1990. Dr. O’Phelan subsequently 
established a scholarship fund in her memory, doing this through a donation to The New Ulm 
Community Fund (predecessor to NUAFI). His stipulation was that the distributions go towards 
a scholarship for graduates of New Ulm High School. Further, he indicated the recipient(s) 
should be in good academic standing, though not necessarily the top student, and that he/she 
should be involved in some type of extracurricular activity such as sports, drama or music. For 
2022, there were two awards of $1,200 each. 

 

Denise, can you make this photo a little more crisp so it is easier to read?? 
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*These grants were made possible by the Dr. James and Jane Seifert Fund.
**These grants were made possibly by a special donation from Roger and Carol 
Ryberg.

New Ulm Area Foundation is proud of the work being done by these organizations 
to help improve the quality of life in our community. The Foundation thanks its 
many benefactors for their support in contributing to the endowments that provide 
for these efforts into perpetuity.  

In addition, $20,000 was granted to New Ulm Business Resource and Innovation 
Center (NUBRIC) for Project Lead The Way. This was made possible by a $20,000 
donation made by 3M for this designation. See the articles on page 4 to learn how 
NUAF is collaborating with NUBRIC and about Project Lead The Way.  

New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. is pleased to announce the awarding of grants  
from its fall 2022 granting cycle. The Foundation received numerous well-written 
applications, and it was difficult to decide among the many deserving requests. 
Grants totaling $39,877 were approved by the Board of Directors as follows:

At the end of 2022, Tom Hayes and Rick Jensen will be  
departing from the Board of Directors.  Their leadership has 
been instrumental in the growth and development of New Ulm 
Area Foundation, Inc.

Tom Hayes has been on the NUAF 
Board of Directors for nine years. 
While serving on the Grants  
Committee, the growth of the grant 
applications and the amount of  
available funding has been a great 
accomplishment. 

He enjoyed presenting checks to 
grant awardees by seeing the 
appreciation and pride in all involved 
in the projects. 

As part of the Governance Committee, incorporating and  
creating the 501(c)(3) completed the identity of NUAF. 

In addition, seeing some scholarship winners return to their 
home community after completing their education and raising 
a family has been inspiring to Tom. The “Be the Match” 
campaign in 2017, raising $500,000 for the endowment fund, 
was also a special memory.
 
Tom and his wife Patricia operate a century family farm near 
Lafayette. His parents instilled in him to give back to the  

community because the rewards are great. He acknowledged 
the strong leadership of NUAF and was honored to have been 
part of NUAF stating, “Having a strong community is important, 
and good people make it happen.”

Rick Jenson has been on the NUAF 
Board of Directors for nine years. He 
served on the Grants Committee and 
several years on the Executive  
Committee, including Chair. 

He has found it very gratifying to see 
how the Foundation has grown over 
the years, and how many New Ulm 
people appreciate the value it  
provides the community and  
generously support it.

Since moving to New Ulm in 1988 with his wife, Joan, for his 
auto business, Rick has served on many boards in New Ulm. He 
feels having a great leader is important to any board’s success 
and is grateful for the work of both Nancy Quam and John 
Illikman to grow the Foundation during his tenure.

He states, “New Ulm is awesome. The citizens, the diverse  
industries and the heritage maintained make us envied by 
many. We have always been thankful that our path led us to this 
great city!”

Departing Board Members Appreciated

 New Ulm Area Foundation, 
Inc. has agreed to become 
the fiscal sponsor for New 
Ulm Business Resource and 
Innovation Center (NUBRIC - 
formerly NUEDC) for the  
Project Lead The Way  
initiative in our area. NUBRIC 
does not yet have a 501(c)
(3) determination from the 
IRS and thus cannot accept 
tax-deductible donations. As 
part of its due diligence,  
NUAF has vetted Project Lead 
The Way and determined it 
fits within the Foundation’s 
four pillars of focus for  
granting: arts, education, 
economic development and 
historic preservation. 

 In its role as fiscal agent, 
NUAF can accept donations 
for Project Lead The Way 
and then consider grants to 
NUBRIC for facilitating the 
initiative in the New Ulm area. 
For this project, the grants  
will primarily be for local 
classroom curriculum  
development, teacher  
training, materials and  
administrative support  
providing students with 
access to real-world, applied 
learning experiences.  

NUAF considers requests for fiscal 
hosting on a limited basis. This 
is done to support or kickstart 
important new projects in our area. 
In order to maintain our IRS status, 
we must make sure that the specific 
project being considered falls  
within our mission, as well as  
meeting other IRS stipulations.

NUAF Becomes Fiscal 
Sponsor for NUBRIC

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) is a nationwide effort that provides a transformative learning 
experience for PreK-12 students and teachers across the United States. PLTW helps create an 
engaging classroom environment that empowers students to develop and apply in-demand, 
transportable skills by exploring real-world challenges.   

Through their pathways in computer science, engineering, and biomedical science, students not 
only learn technical skills, but also learn to solve problems, think critically and creatively, 
communicate and collaborate. They also provide teachers with the training, resources and 
support they need to engage students in real-world learning.   

3M’s charitable foundation, 3Mgives, has provided a grant to NUAF of $20,000 to support 
implementation of Project Lead The Way in the New Ulm area. Each of the public and parochial 
school systems in our area have sent some teachers for training.   

 

 

Departing Board Members Appreciated 

   

Tom Hayes has been on the NUAFI Board of Directors for nine years. While serving on the 
Grants Committee, the growth of the grant applications and the amount of available funding 
has been a great accomplishment. Presenting the checks to grant awardees has been enjoyable 
to see the appreciation and pride in all involved in the projects. As part of the Governance 
Committee, incorporating and creating the 501(c)(3) completed the identity of NUAFI.  
 
In addition, seeing some scholarship winners return to their home community after completing 
their education and raising a family has been inspiring to Tom. The “Be the Match” campaign in 
2017, raising $500,000 for the endowment fund, was also a special memory. 
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(PLTW) is a nationwide effort 
that provides a transformative 
learning experience for PreK-
12 students and teachers 
across the United States.  
 PLTW helps create an 
engaging classroom  
environment that empowers 
students to develop and  
apply in-demand,  
transportable skills by  
exploring real-world  
challenges.  
 Through their pathways 
in computer science,  
engineering and biomedical 
science, students not only 
learn technical skills, but also 

learn to solve problems, think 
critically and creatively,  
communicate and  
collaborate. They also  
provide teachers with the 
training, resources and  
support they need to engage 
students in real-world  
learning.  
 3Mgives, 3M’s charitable 
foundation, has provided a 
grant to NUAF of $20,000 to 
support implementation of 
Project Lead The Way in the 
New Ulm area. Each of the 
public and parochial school 
systems in our area have sent 
some teachers for training.  

NUAF Facilitates 
Project Lead The Way, 
Supported by 3Mgives

Tom Hayes Rick Jenson
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NUAFI Becomes Fiscal Sponsor for NUBRIC 

New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. has agreed to become the fiscal sponsor for New Ulm Business 
Resource and Innovation Center (NUBRIC - formerly NUEDC) for the Project Lead The Way 
initiative in our area. NUBRIC does not yet have a 501(c)(3) determination from the IRS and thus 
cannot accept tax-deductible donations. As part of its due diligence, NUAFI has vetted Project 
Lead The Way and determined it fits within the Foundation’s four pillars of focus for granting: 
arts, education, economic development and historic preservation.  

In its role as fiscal agent, NUAFI can accept donations for Project Lead The Way and then 
consider grants to NUBRIC for facilitating the initiative in the New Ulm area. For this project, 
the grants will primarily be for local classroom curriculum development, teacher training, 
materials, and administrative support providing students with access to real-world, applied 
learning experiences.   

 

The paragraph below can be set off and put in the second column, even in a smaller font or 
something if necessary.  

NUAFI considers requests for fiscal hosting on a limited basis. This is done to support or 
kickstart important new projects in our area. In order to maintain our IRS status, we must make 
sure that the specific project being considered falls within our mission, as well as meeting other 
IRS stipulations. 
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Mission Statement
The Mission of New Ulm Area Foundation is to address the needs of the community 
by growing the endowment funds and providing financial grants from the earnings 
of those funds.



 When I started my term this year as 
President of NUAF, I was worried that 
I would not be able to fill the shoes of 
Bob Wise, Rick Jensen and Pat Herzog, 
the presidents immediately before me. 
The accomplishments they led seemed 
impossible to replicate and have set the 
course for continued success for  
decades to come. As I reflect over this 
past year, I wonder, “Have we done 
enough? Are we making enough of a 
difference?”  
 Our Governance Committee, led by 
Shari Fischer, combed through policies 
and fiscal agreements, ensuring our 
mission and four pillars were always 
being met and protecting our 501(c)(3) 
status. Additionally, they led the 
nomination process to replace two 
board members who are reaching the 
end of their terms.  
 The Finance Committee, led by  
Shannon Hillesheim, continued to  
ensure our investment strategies are 
appropriate and will provide a steady 
stream of grant and scholarship funding 
for the long term. They also reported 
two successful audits without errors.  
 The Grants Committee received 
applications totaling $265,038, 
significantly more than we had funds  
to support. Jeff Braegelmann and his 
committee had the difficult task of 
making recommendations to the board 
which would do the most good within 
our guidelines and our financial means.  
 Lauri Stark led our Scholarships  
Committee, which was able to award 

over $78,000 in scholarships to 22  
graduates of New Ulm area schools via 
the NUAF Scholarship Fund (previously 
Dollars for Scholars) and thanks to 
continued support of the Charlotte 
Raymond Anderson estate and Carol & 
Roger Ryberg.  
 General donations this year continue 
to reflect the generosity and vision 
people have to keep our community 
great. This also indicates the relationship 
between our individual donors and  
partnerships like Leave a Legacy has 
been strengthened by Eric Bode and his  
Development Committee.  
 Finally, I can’t forget the work Kathy  
Van Roekel has done with the Marketing 
Committee to strengthen our  
communications (including this  
newsletter), creating new scholarship 
logos and developing guidelines to  
ensure the NUAF brand is used  
consistently, all of which you all can see 
within our newsletters, on Facebook and 
on our website.
 So, have we done enough over the 
last year? Can we do enough next year? 
I believe the answer to these questions 
will always be that we should strive to 
do more and cover more unfulfilled 
needs, which is why NUAF will continue 
to be a strong organization for decades 
to come. Have we made a difference? I 
believe history will say the answer is YES.  
We will work harder to make an even 
bigger impact on our community  
in 2023.  

--- Gene Clark, President

Notes from the President

Enhanced 
Collaboration 

between NUAF 
and LAL

    At its September 
Board of Director’s 
meeting, NUAF 
agreed to an  
enhanced,  
collaborative  
relationship with 
Leave A Legacy – 
New Ulm (LAL).  
 LAL is a  
cooperative effort to 

educate the public and promote the idea of 
giving through bequests and estate plans 
by increasing awareness of and interest in 
charitable giving options. This effort  
consists of professional advisors and  
concerned citizens, working with nonprofit 
organizations including social services and 
arts organizations, places of worship, health 
agencies, educational institutions and  
other philanthropic associations to expand 
networking opportunities, continue  
educational efforts and collectively  
promote donor charitable gifts for our  
community. 

 

Enhanced Collaboration between NUAF and LAL 

At its September Board of Director’s meeting, NUAF agreed to an enhanced, collaborative 
relationship with Leave A Legacy – New Ulm (LAL).   

LAL is a cooperative effort to educate the public and promote the idea of giving through 
bequests and estate plans by increasing awareness of and interest in charitable giving options. 
This effort consists of professional advisors and concerned citizens, working with nonprofit 
organizations including social services and arts organizations, places of worship, health 
agencies, educational institutions, and other philanthropic associations to expand networking 
opportunities, continue educational efforts, and collectively promote donor charitable gifts for 
our community. LAL’s goal is to educate and inspire others to live charitably. 

For the past three years, NUAF has been the fiscal agent for LAL. In that capacity the 
Foundation has provided banking and bookkeeping support for LAL. With the new enhanced 
relationship, NUAF will be a fiscal sponsor, and LAL will work even more collaboratively with 
NUAF. This will allow for streamlining operations and reducing some redundant efforts.  The 
new relationship serves as an example for other nonprofits to look for ways to work together 
and become more efficient so they can focus more on their mission and not have to spend as 
much time and money on operations.   
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engage with other residents, as well as maintain 
ties with extended family in Europe. Emma died 
in 1949, having never married, nor with any  
surviving family in the U.S. In her later years, 
Emma was determined to give back to her 
beloved hometown. She had a will drawn up 
leaving distributions to the local public library, 
museum and Hermann Monument Center. The 
2022 distributions from this fund totaled $610.

O’Phelan & Gebser
Continued from page 1

Have you ever thought about leaving an  
ongoing legacy to your community as a way 
of saying thanks for a good life and paying 
it forward to future generations? Talk to your 
estate planning attorney or financial advisor 
about options with New Ulm Area Foundation. 
A permanent endowment or charitable trust 
can provide recognition for you and your family 
(or business) and help your hometown into 
perpetuity.

 As Chairperson of LAL, Missy 
Dreckman stated, “We hope 
that our collaborative example 
inspires other nonprofits,  
professionals and leaders to join 
forces whenever and wherever 
they can so they can focus more 
on their mission and not have to 
spend as much time and money 
on operations.”  
  Gene Clark, NUAF President 
commented, “NUAF and LAL 
have common interests, and 
both organizational missions  
will be more impactful as a  
collaborative effort.  Joining 
LAL’s inspiration of philanthropy 
with NUAF’s commitment of 
addressing financial needs just 
makes sense.”

LAL’s goal is to educate and inspire others to live charitably.

Hermannfest celebrates Hermann’s victory against the Romans and supports the monument’s 
preservation.  
 

  
Ivy House 
Provides temporary childcare in a safe, caring environment and parent education resources. 
 
 

 
 
Jr Pioneers 
Improvements to the park help keep the memory of pioneers who settled near New Ulm. 
 

 
 
Lind House 
Capital improvements for this historic home, which provides an arts, cultural and social 
resource. 
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NUACS - St. Anthony’s 
Non-wind ukuleles introduce music concepts, while reducing the spread of germs.  
 

 

 
 
Lind House 
Capital improvements for this historic home, which provides an arts, cultural and social 
resource. 
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NUACS - St. Anthony’s 
Non-wind ukuleles introduce music concepts, while reducing the spread of germs.  
 

 

 
Oak Hills Memorial Foundation 
Capital expansion for senior memory care and enhanced assisted living care facilities. 
 
 

 
Seifert Bianchi American Legion Post 132  
Salute to Veterans Concert held in German Park honoring veterans and instilling patriotism. 
 

 
The Grand Center for Arts & Culture 
Youth Summer Arts Camps involved 92 youth in arts and cultural activities, including new fabric 
arts. 
 
Move the Mission Statement (or remove it if necessary) to fit the additional text below the 
nine pictures. 

Granting … Thank You Donors!
The generous gifts from our donors have allowed us to 
grow the endowments and provide increased granting to 
many worthy and important projects in our community. For 
2022, there have been 25 grants totaling $109,737 and 
22 approved scholarships totaling $78,017. All combined, 
donors made it possible to extend a total of $187,754 in 
2022!  

Our Grants committee reviews every application and 
makes recommendations. Those recommendations are 
then considered by our Board of Directors for final  
decisions. A donation to New Ulm Area Foundation is a 
great way to stretch your contribution and help many proj-
ects and organizations. 

Jr Pioneers
Improvements to the park help keep 
the memory of pioneers who settled 

near New Ulm

Oak Hills Memorial Foundation
Capital expansion for senior memory 

care and enhanced assisted living care 
facilities

Lind House
Capital improvements for this historic 
home, which provides an arts, cultural 

and social resource

Seifert Bianchi Legion Post 132 
Salute to Veterans Concert held in 

German Park honoring veterans and 
instilling patriotism

NUACS - St. Anthony’s
Non-wind ukuleles introduce music  
concepts, while reducing the spread 

of germs

The Grand Center for Arts & Culture
Youth Summer Arts Camps involved 92 

youth in arts and cultural activities, 
including new fabric arts

You help keep our community vibrant and successful! THANK YOU!
Pictured are some of the grants awarded in 2022.

Downtown Action Team
Interactive art of murals creates a sense 

of community and economic impact 
through tourism

Herman Monument Society
Hermannfest celebrates Hermann’s 

victory against the Romans and supports 
the monument’s preservation

Community & Seniors Together (CAST)
Social, educational, recreational and 
informational activities help seniors 

be healthy and independent


