
New Ulm Area
Foundation, Inc.

A 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation and community foundation
supporting the quality of life within the geographic reach of ISD 88.

Donors Want 
an Even Better 
Community
Donors to New Ulm Area Foundation, 
Inc. do so because they share our vision 
of creating a thriving community by 
addressing needs in the arts, education, 
economic development, and historic 
preservation. In one way or another, Roger 
& Carol Ryberg have been doing this for 
decades. 

In March of this year, they asked NUAFI 
to administer the Carol & Roger Ryberg 
Scholarship Fund for children of Windings, 
Inc. employees. Last fall they made a 
generous gift to NUAFI for use in general 
granting beyond our previous capabilities. 
Several non-profits told us how important 
this was due to their inability to hold their 
typical fundraisers last year, while demand 
for their services increased. Here are just 
four examples:

Community and Seniors Together grant 
to cover a one-year subscription to AARP’s 
live-streamed programming with talks from 
professors from over 150 schools around 
the country on a wide variety of topics.

Commitment to life-long education.

The Grand Center for Arts & Culture 
grant to support a needs assessment to 
help determine future programming for 
middle and high school-age children, 

Continued on page 2

New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. is pleased 
to announce the awarding of grants from 
its spring 2021 granting cycle.  
The Foundation received numerous  
well-written applications, and it was difficult 
to decide among the many deserving 
requests. Fortunately, the total amount of 
monies available to grant this year was 
enhanced through the establishment 
of the Dr. James & Jane Seifert Fund, 
generous special gift from Carol & Roger 
Ryberg, and 2020 gifts from individual 
donors that were earmarked for COVID-19 
Relief. 
Grants totaling $52,335 were approved by 
the Board of Directors as follows:
• $3,850 to Brown County Historical 

Society for Gas Pump Restoration & 
Interpretive Display

• $4,000 to Bridging Brown County for 
New Ulm Area Scholarship Opportunity

• $1,200 to Community and Seniors 
Together (CAST) for One Day University 
Programming

• $2,500 to Friends of Minnesota Valley 
for River Watch Educational Program

• $5,000 to The Grand Center for Arts & 
Culture for Youth Summer Camps, Area 
Needs Assessment

• $1,500 to Healthy Community Healthy 
Youth for Students Performing on 
Tough Situations (SPOTS) program

• $5,000 to Hermann Monument Society 
for HermannFest 2021

• $5,000 to ISD 88 Early Childhood &  
Family Education for Kindergarten 
Kickstart

• $1,500 to Lind House for Historic 
Repairs

• $1,500 to MRCI to Re-establish Music 
Therapy Program

• $2,500 to New Ulm Battery for 
Replacement Cannon Carriage

• $2,500 to New Ulm Wrestling (and Just 
for Kicks) for New Facility

• $2,285 to NUACS / St. Anthony’s 
Elementary for PreSchool Light Table 
Station

• $5,000 to NUMAS Haus for Increased 
Social Worker Support during 
Pandemic & Recovery

• $1,000 to ProKinship for Kids for 
Educational Summer Field Trips

• $2,500 to Southern MN Crisis Nursery 
for Family Crisis Support during 
Pandemic & Recovery

• $5,000 to United Way of Brown County 
Area for New Ulm Youth Activities 
Scholarship Program during Pandemic 
& Recovery

• $500 to Seifert-Bianchi American 
Legion Post 132 for Independence Day 
Celebration

NUAFI is proud of the work being done 
by these organizations to help improve 
the quality of life in our community. The 
Foundation thanks its many benefactors 
for their support in contributing to the 
endowments that provide for these efforts 
into perpetuity.

Spring Grant Recipients
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New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. is 
pleased to announce the awarding of 
grants from its fall 2021 granting cycle. 

Grants totaling $35,500 were approved 
by the Board of Directors as follows:

• $20,000 to ISD 88 Foundation for
 CTE Center Capital Campaign

• $3,000 to Junior Achievement for 
 Biz Town 2021-22

• $4,500 to New Ulm Park & 
 Recreation for German Park 
 Amphitheater Shade Structure

• $3,000 to ProMusica MN for 2021-22
 New Ulm Chamber Concert Series

• $5,000 to State Street Theater Co. for
 “Ring of Kerry” and “Peter Pan” 
 Productions

NUAFI is proud of the work being done 
by these organizations to help improve 
the quality of life in our community. 

The Foundation thanks its many 
benefactors for their support in 
contributing to the endowments that 
provide for these efforts into 
perpetuity.

Fall Grant Recipients

In mid-2021, some of Denny Warta’s friends and family 
thought it would be fun to honor him with a golf tourna-
ment.  He agreed, with the stipulation that any proceeds 
would be donated to charity.  He chose New Ulm Area 
Foundation. The tournament and subsequent clubhouse 

festivities were scheduled for his half-birthday on June 
20.  Gnomefest was chosen as the name. (We’re sure 

the likeness is just a coincidence). 
 
Due to inclement weather forecast, few people 
chose to golf.  However, the after-party was well 
attended.  The tournament prizes were raffled off, 
and everyone had a great time honoring Denny.  

We look forward to Warta Gnomefest 2022!

Denny Warta has always maintained a 
certain goal his whole life – to help others.  
Born and raised in New Ulm, Denny found 
success in hard work and a positive attitude.  
He valued health over wealth, and family 
and friends over power and prestige.

As part of his commitment to making a  
difference, Denny frequently consulted  
with founder, Henry Somsen, and board 
members in the early days of New Ulm  
Area Foundation. At that time, they felt  
community leaders could lead by example 
and collectively share and assist the  
community in ways that would not happen 
otherwise.  NUAF started supporting the 
greatest needs as funds permitted, and with 
Denny’s encouragement, they refined of the 
granting process to happen semi-annually, 
a practice that continues today.  NUAF 
began with three general purposes.  A fourth 
‘pillar’ of focus, economic development, was 
added to those of the arts, education and 
historical preservation.  

After having served as volunteer to the 
board since its inception in 1987, Denny 
was named part-time Executive Consultant 
to assist the volunteers of the Foundation, 
a role he held from 1996-2008.  “It was a 
pleasure and privilege to support New Ulm 
Area Foundation and the community,” stated 
Warta.

Now Denny is taking advantage of what he 
calls a ‘unique opportunity’ to carry on 

 Warta
 Giving 
 Back 
 to the 

Community

Warta Gnomefest 2021

At the end of 2021, Mary Ellen Domeier and Pat Herzog will 
be departing from the Board of Directors.  Their leadership 
has been instrumental in the growth and development of New 
Ulm Area Foundation, Inc.

Mary Ellen Domeier was part of 
the Board of Directors at the incep-
tion of New Ulm Area Foundation 
in 1987, holding various positions 
including Chair. She helped research 
the community foundation concepts 
and ultimately formalize a relation-
ship with the then named Minnesota 
Foundation. 

We were very fortunate to have Mary 
Ellen return to the board three years 
ago to help establish a the 501(c) (3) 

status for New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. and assist with 
establishing active committees and essential policies. She has 
recently served as the Chair of the Governance Committee 
and the Development Committee, as well as many task forces.

Mary Ellen and her husband Robert are consistent contributors 
to NUAFI.  In addition to routine gifts, they frequently use the 
Foundation to memorialize deceased friends and family.  The 
endowment structures assure that gifts truly keep on 
giving. The four pillars that give purpose assure that grants will 
always address needs in those important areas.

Pat Herzog has been on the NUAFI 
Board of Directors for nine years. In 
his first year, he was on the Grants 
committee, and then followed with 
eight years on the Executive Board. 
Pat was Treasurer for six years, Vice 
President last year and President his 
final year (2021).

Pat was also the Chair of the Finance/ 
Investment Committee when NUAF 
became a 501(c) (3), and was very 
involved in the process of selecting a 

local advisor to help with our endowments and investments.

Pat is happy with the growth of NUAFI both financially and in 
the terms of being more involved in the New Ulm area. It has 
been his pleasure to meet donors and grant recipients over 
the years. Pat is honored to have the community put their trust 
in NUAFI.

We thank Mary Ellen and Pat for their dedicated years of 
service on the New Ulm Area Foundation, Inc. Board of 
Directors. 

Thank you for your leadership and your dedication to our 
community.

Departing Board Members Appreciated

The Board of Directors of New Ulm Area Foundation, 
Inc. will be hosting a Donor Recognition Event on 
November 30th.  The purpose is to say THANK YOU 
to our many great supporters, to recognize recent 
scholarship and grant recipients, and give donors 
a chance to meet some of the beneficiaries of their 
generous gifts.

The venue will be the new Inspire Wedding + Event 
Center (in the former Ben Franklin building).  There 
will be a brief program at 5:30, with time to socialize 
before and after.  

Akre and Clark LTD and several other generous 
donors are sponsoring this event, so the cost will not 
impact the Foundation’s endowment funds.  

Please RSVP by November 22nd.

Donor Recognition 
Event

newulmareafoundation.org
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his legacy by creating a named fund 
within NUAF.  Denny’s generosity “as-
sures a perpetual name existence,” and 
supports the four pillars within the New 
Ulm area. 

Denny worked with his attorney to 
establish a charitable remainder trust 
(CRT), which allows for a lifetime income 
stream while avoiding capital gains tax 
upon the sale of an appreciated asset.  
A CRT is an irrevocable trust that 
provides for two beneficiaries. An 
income beneficiary (in this case, Denny) 
receives a set percentage of income from 
the trust for life or a term of up to 20 
years. A named charitable beneficiary (in 
this case NUAFI) receives the remaining 
principal of the trust after the income 
beneficiary dies.

Denny says his philosophy on philan-
thropy is simple, “The willingness to act 
on charitable impulses may become as 
much a part of family identity as wealth 
creation, if not more.”

Warta
Continued from page 1

I’ll try to keep this brief since I 
understand I have some face time 
elsewhere in this newsletter! 

As I look back to my first year on the 
board, we had approximately $39,000 
available to distribute from our endow-
ments. As I write this article, nine years 
later, we have distributed almost four 
times that amount this year. 

While some of this money has come 
from donors who were asking for us 
to expend the money sooner rather 
than later, this is still a tremendous 
indication of the generosity and 
civic-mindedness of our community, 

and how much YOU have made a 
difference. 

There is still more to be done, 
however. Each year we are only able to 
give out a portion of the requests that 
we receive and evaluate. 

So, as I close out my tenure on the 
board, I sincerely thank you and hope 
that you will all continue your valuable 
support that has made New Ulm Area 
Foundation, Inc. the truly wonderful 
organization it is, and the New Ulm 
area the great place it is.

Pat Herzog, President

Scholarship Recipient Benefits from Grant
Friends of Minnesota Valley (FOMV) received a grant to educate middle and high-school 
students about water quality, scientific methods of experimentation, water sampling/
testing, and data analysis.  

FOMV hired an intern to go into class-
rooms and help with the lessons, and 
then accompany students during the 
sampling.  

We were delighted to learn FOMV 
hired Kincaid Diersen to be this intern.  
Kincaid is a recipient of the Charlotte 
Raymond Anderson Teaching 
Scholarship and is studying at MLC 
to be a science teacher.

Ways to Make a Gift and Leave a Legacy
So many people have fond reflections of our community and really want to see it 
continue to be successful.  There are many ways for you to leave a lasting legacy 
and support the important projects and needs that exist now, or may come up in the 
future.  Here are a few:

There is the potential to donate some of the above and receive an added benefit 
of reducing or eliminating capital gains taxes.  Please work with your tax advisor or 
estate planning attorney for details.  NUAFI can help.

Outright Donations
• Cash gifts
• Securities (stock, mutual funds, etc.)
• IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions
• Real Estate
• Personal Property
• Grain

Deferred Gifts
• Bequests
• Life Insurance
• Trusts with charitable provisions

Notes from the President

Friends of Minnesota Valley accept a 
$2,500 grant awarded for the River 
Watch program

Kincaid Diersen and students 
from Cathedral High School 
sample water from the 
Minnesota River.

Granting … Thank You Donors!
The generous gifts from our donors (and a strong 
investment market) have allowed us to provide increased 
granting to many worthy and important projects in our 
community.  

For 2021, there have been 23 grants totaling $87,835 and 
18 scholarships totaling $56,500.  Donors make all of this 
possible.  

Our Grants committee reviews and makes a recommen-
dation on every application, which are then considered by 
our Board of Directors for final decisions.  A donation to 
New Ulm Area Foundation is a great way to stretch your 
contribution and help many projects and organizations.  
You help keep our community vibrant and successful!  

THANK YOU!

American Legion
1st Annual New Ulm Salute to Veterans

Lind House Association
Historic repairs

St. Anthony Elementary
Light table and accessories

Early Childhood Family Education
Kindergarten Kickstart

New Ulm Battery
Replicate for the cannon carriage

The Grand Center for Arts & Culture
Creativity Camp

Herman Monument Society
HermannFest 2021

ProMusica
21-22 New Ulm Chamber Concert Series

United Way
Youth Activities Scholarship Program

New Ulm Area Foundation
Board of Directors

Pat Herzog - President
Gene Clark - Vice President

Jenna Peterson - Secretary/Treasurer
Rick Jensen - Past President

Eric Bode
Jeff Braegelmann

Mary Ellen Domeier
Shari Fischer
Tom Hayes

Shannon Hillesheim
Lauri Stark

Kathy Van Roekel
John Illikman - Executive Director

Mission Statement
The Mission of New Ulm Area Foundation is to address the needs of the community by growing the endowment funds and 
providing financial grants from the earnings of those funds.


